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On Oct. 1, dock workers at the Caribbean ports of Cartagena, Barranquilla and Santa Martha
launched a strike to protest mass dismissals. In recent weeks, the state-run port authority
Colpuertos dismissed at least 420 employees as part of a privatization program. Union
spokespersons told reporters Oct. 4 that unless the government fulfills commitments regarding
employment stability and reinstates the 420 workers, all ports would be shut down, including
Buenaventura. The Pacific Buenventura port handles 70% of sea cargo shipping. As of Oct. 5, the
strike continued in effect, and unionized workers at Buenaventura were preparing to join the
shutdown. Local media sources reported that ships carrying about 6 million MT of goods were
awaiting offloading at Cartagena. Trucks carrying 1,500 MT of cargo were parked near the docks.
Financial losses caused by the strike at the Cartagena port alone were estimated at US$200,000
per day. At the Barranquilla port, 20,000 MT of goods on ships and trucks awaited handling. On
Monday, Public Works Minister Jorge Bendeck told reporters that the government plans to declare
the strike illegal and impose appropriate sanctions. (Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 10/04/92;
Agence France-Presse, Notimex, 10/05/92)
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